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A high-level monthly briefing on operations and activities at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory 
Work at the lab advances the Department’s strategic priorities of energy security,  

nuclear security, scientific discovery and environmental responsibility. 
 

 
 INL Leaders Guide National Nuclear Meeting 
INL officials, who served in key leadership roles for this year’s American Nuclear Society Winter Meeting and 
Expo in Reno, Nev., are expressing their gratitude for the support they received from industry, academia and 
others in staging the annual event. The meeting, held Nov. 9-13, was guided by David Hill, INL deputy laboratory 
director for Science and Technology, who served as general chairman. Assistant general chairs for the meeting 
included INL’s Harold McFarlane, Betsy Connell and Teri Ehresman. With its theme, “Nuclear Power – Ready, 
Steady, Go,” the weeklong event attracted nearly 1,300 participants. “As the Department of Energy's nuclear 
energy laboratory, it just made sense for INL to accept leadership responsibilities for this meeting – especially 
since it was held here in the West,” Hill said.  
   
 New Facilities Nearing Completion 
The skyline at INL’s Research and Education Campus in Idaho Falls continues to change and grow as several new 
building projects near completion. This month, the laboratory began moving several employees and projects into a 
pair of new national and homeland security research and engineering facilities. The buildings have been 
specifically designed to create the necessary technical and operations space to meet the lab’s expanding role in 
solving complex critical infrastructure and nuclear nonproliferation challenges. Together, the twin buildings 
comprise more than 67,000 square feet of office and high-bay engineering space that will support a wide range of 
programs for the U.S. departments of Defense and Homeland Security, as well as private industry. 
 
 State and Lab to Cooperate on Energy Issues 
INL and the state of Idaho have signed a five-year agreement establishing an energy security partnership to pursue 
stable, secure, affordable and environmentally friendly energy resources. The aim of the partnership is to advance 
economic prosperity, attract high-value energy resource jobs, and meet our energy needs within a healthy and 
sustainable environment. The agreement contains goals for sharing decision-making information, advancing 
innovative energy research, educating citizens on energy challenges and opportunities, developing energy-related 
projects and attracting a skilled work force. The agreement facilitates INL participation in Idaho’s energy-related 
activities and promotes Idaho’s engagement with neighboring states and Canadian provinces. 
 
 Collaborative Training Center Opens 
On Nov. 7, the doors opened to the new Energy Systems Technology and Education Center (ESTEC) facility at 
Idaho State University. The Center, developed through the partnership of ISU's College of Technology, Idaho 
National Laboratory and the Partnership for Prosperity, will train energy system technicians, promote regional 
economic competitiveness and increase regional job opportunities. The ESTEC program lets students experience 
hands-on, laboratory-based courses of study, and provides a collaborative environment for INL, ISU and 
industrial partners to conduct applied industrial research on next-generation electrical components and systems.  

 
For more information, contact Lou Riepl at (208) 334-9574. 
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