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Sustainable Buildings and Communities
xecutive Order 
(E.O.) 13514, 
Federal 
Leadership in 
Environmental, 

Energy, and Economic 
Performance was signed on 
October 5, 2009. It 
expanded upon the energy 
reduction and 
environmental performance 
requirements of E.O. 
13423, Strengthening 
Federal Environmental, 
Energy, and Transportation 
Management, signed 
January 24, 2007. 

E.O. 13514 sets numerous 
Federal sustainability 
requirements in several 
areas, including: 

1) Accountability and 
Transparency  

2) Strategic Sustainability 
Performance Planning  

3) Greenhouse Gas 
Management  

4) Sustainable Buildings 
and Communities  

5) Water Efficiency  

6) Electronic Products and 
Services  

7) Fleet and Transportation 
Management  

8) Pollution Prevention and 
Waste Reduction 

Because buildings and 
communities are such a big 
part of our identity at work 
and home, this month we 
focus on some of the E.O. 
requirements for buildings 
and communities.   

Federal agencies are 
required to implement high 
performance sustainable 
building design, 
construction, operation and 
management, maintenance, 
and deconstruction by:  

a. Ensuring all new Federal 
buildings, entering the 
design phase in 2020 or 
later, are designed to 
achieve zero net energy by 
2030.  

b. Ensuring all new 
construction, major 
renovations, and repair or 
alterations comply with the 
Guiding Principles of 
Federal Leadership in High 
Performance and 
Sustainable Buildings.  

c. Ensuring at least 15% of 
existing agency buildings 
and leases (above 5,000 
gross square feet) meet the 
Guiding Principles by fiscal 
year 2015 and that the 
agency makes annual 

progress towards 100% 
compliance across its 
building inventory.  

d. Pursuing cost-effective, 
innovative strategies (e.g., 
highly-reflective and 
vegetated roofs) to 
minimize consumption of 
energy, water, and other 
resources.  

e. Managing existing 
building systems to reduce 
the consumption of energy, 
water, and materials, and 
identifying alternatives to 
renovation that reduce 
existing asset deferred 
maintenance costs.  

f. Ensuring rehabilitation of 
Federally-owned historic 
buildings uses best practices 
and technologies in 
retrofitting to promote long-
term viability of the 
building.  

g. Participating in regional 
transportation planning and 
recognizing existing 
community transportation 
infrastructure.  

h. Aligning Federal 
policies to increase the 
effectiveness of local 
planning for energy 
choices such as locally-
generated renewable 
energy.  

i. Ensuring that planning for 
new Federal facilities and 
leases considers sites that 
are pedestrian friendly, near 
existing employment 
centers, and accessible to 
public transportation. 

j. Identifying and analyzing 
impacts from energy usage 
and alternative energy 
sources in all environmental 
impact statements and 
environmental assessments.  
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We’re on the Web! 
www.inl.gov/sustainable  
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