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Feature StoriesFeature Stories  
 CAES Collaborators Host International Workshop 

 
 The Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES) co-sponsored a Verification and Validation (V&V) for 
Nuclear Systems Analysis Workshop on July 21 – 25, 2008, at the Center for Higher Education in Idaho Falls.  
During the workshop, international nuclear experts conducted sessions on V&V and uncertainty quantification for 
nuclear systems analysis.  Workshop cosponsors were the Idaho National Laboratory (INL), Idaho State University 
(ISU), and North Carolina State University.  Lead by Dr. George Imel, chair of the ISU Nuclear Engineering pro-
gram, participants focused on such topics as reactor physics, thermal fluids and multiphysics, fuels and materials, 
and data V&V methods.  The over 200 nuclear professionals, students, and university faculty who attended hailed 
from more than 20 countries.  They also toured  INL nuclear facilities, including the Materials and Fuels Complex 
and the Advanced Test Reactor.   
 

 Idaho Officials Tour CAES Research Facility 
 

 On July 1, members of the Idaho Permanent Building Fund Advisory Council (PBFAC) toured the CAES 
research facility, led by Cheryl Hanson, ISU Facilities Services architect.  The PBFAC develops standards for and 
advises the Idaho Division of Public Works (DPW) on lease or rental agreements for facilities to be used by state 
departments, agencies, and institutions in the State of Idaho.  Joining the PBFAC was Bart M. Davis, Idaho State 
Senator from District 33 and Idaho State Senate Majority Leader.  Also accompanying the PBFAC was the CAES 
leadership team:  Director Harold Blackman, Deputy Director Kevin Kostelnik, and Associate Directors John  

Freemuth (Boise State University), George Imel (ISU), Bob Smith (University of Idaho), and 
Richard Jacobson, ISU Dean of Engineering.  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Research FundingResearch Funding  
 In July, the three CAES Idaho university partners each learned of substantial awards from the U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission to support nuclear education and to expand the nuclear energy workforce: 
 
Boise State University was awarded $334K for graduate fellowships through the Materials Science and Engineer-
ing program. 
 
Idaho State University was awarded $412K to fund a joint appointment with the nuclear engineering, physics, 
and astronomy departments. The award provides three years of funding for this position.   

Sen. B. Davis From left: Dean R. Jacobson, AD G. Imel, Dir. H. Blackman, 
AD J. Freemuth, DD K. Kostelnik, AD B. Smith 
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Research Funding (cont.)Research Funding (cont.)  
 Idaho State University was also awarded $394K to support the Idaho State University Nuclear Education 
Fellowship Program. The funds will support five graduate students in health physics and nuclear engineering over 
four years. 
 
 The University of Idaho was awarded $139K to develop a graduate-level Nuclear Criticality Safety 
Graduate Certificate Program that will be available to university students, nuclear employees, and distance learn-
ers.  
 
Work in ProgressWork in Progress  
 CAES is sponsoring a Carbon Management workshop to be held at the Boise State University Campus on 
August 6 and 7, 2008.  Stakeholders from academia, industry, and state and federal agencies will address issues 
related to carbon management and their impact on legislation, policy, and economics.  For more details contact 
Travis McLing, travis.mcling@inl.gov.   
 
 CAES is facilitating the Department of Energy FY 2009 Office of Nuclear Energy University Program 
Workshop in Bethesda, MD on August 19-20.  According to the Department’s federal budget request, 20% of 
funds allocated to the Nuclear Energy Program will be invested in universities and research institutions to 
strengthen the nation’s nuclear education infrastructure in direct support of the 2007 America Competes Act.  Ad-
ditional conference details and registration information are available at:  https://events.energetics.com/
univworkshopaug08/index.html 
 
 The CAES research facility nears completion, with move-in 
expected in mid-September and the grand opening scheduled for Oc-
tober 6, 2008.  The photo below shows the view from the northeast 
looking towards the main entrance and the north-facing laboratory 
windows; the photo to the right shows an inside view from the 
ground floor looking up to the third story atrium windows and the 
light-reflecting “clouds”.  For a time lapse video of construction and 
up-to-date CAES news, please visit www.caesenergy.org. 
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